
KS1
Practical Maths

Parent 
Workshop



KS1 Practical Maths

The first person chooses a whole number 
between 1 and 4. Next player chooses to 
add 1, 2, 3, 4 to that first number. Keep 
taking turns until the winner gets to 15.

Got it!



Children in the early years develop key concepts in maths through 
maths talk, practising the skills they've learned during play, and 
developing number sense. The key to to developing skills is to 
keep the activities fun and part of daily routines.

Maths manipulatives and hands on concrete resources have 
always been key features of lessons in the Early Years, Foundation 
Stage and Key Stage 1 classrooms and seen as the best ways to 
teach mathematical concepts.

How children learn



There is not just one practical resource that can be 
used to support their learning and objects can be 
varied:

School equipment can include: Numicon, bead 
strings, Dienes blocks, place value counters

but there are many alternatives:
Lego, straws, mini pom-poms, beads, bottle tops

…the list goes on!

How children learn



Counting



My turn:  Our turn:  
Your 
turn:  

5 10 15

20 25 30

35 40 45 ?

5 10 15

20 25 30

35 40 45 ?

5 10 15

20 25 30

35 40 45 ?



Numicon



Counters

Variation:



Part and Whole



Dienes



Uno Cards



Best use of other resources


